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As the Christchurch and Canterbury 
economies continue to grow apace, 
good infrastructure will be vital to 

ensure an increase in economic activity is 
well supported. 
The evolution of our highway infrastructure 
is impressive and needs to continue. The 
work in progress to connect Christchurch 
to Rolleston with a four-lane highway, 
the overbridge at the Airport (over State 
Highway 1) and the continuing progress 
on the Northern Motorway are all very 
encouraging. 

The evolution of our highway 
infrastructure is impressive 
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Earlier this year the Christchurch 
Foundation was announced as an 
initiative that will have a signifi cant 

impact on Christchurch for generations 
to come. We are close to completing the 
formal establishment of the Foundation. 
I thought it timely to remind Christchurch 
residents of our objectives.
The foundation has been formed to 
foster and promote philanthropy within 
the city. Through it, corporates and 
individual donors can contribute to a 
range of charities, causes, projects and 
communities, thereby creating a legacy 
for the long-term good of Christchurch. 
Gifts can also be ‘untagged’ and spent at 
the discretion of the foundation which will 
ensure donor wishes are met.
It will make it easier for those who live 
here, newly arrived citizens and expatriates 
abroad, to give directly to their city and 
existing charities. 
We are already seeing interest from 
corporates and organisations in other 
parts of the country, who want to 
engage with and build relationships with 
Christchurch. This approach to supporting 
Christchurch has already appealed to 
KPMG, Perception PR and Marketing, 
Spark, Southbase and TSB Bank which are 
the foundation’s fi rst principal partners.  
This new strategic thinking is coming from 
the next generation of Christchurch citizens 
and business leaders who are now shaping 
our city. They want and know there are 
better and more dynamic ways of sharing 
wealth that will provide greater well-being 
for us all and assist in creating a more 
interesting city.

The construction industry’s perceived 
inability to be an innovation adopter 
is receiving considerable attention of 

late. This is not just a local problem. In 2016, 
the World Economic Forum labelled the 
global construction industry’s track record 
on innovation adoption as “unimpressive”. 
Closer to home, a recent Herald headline read: 
“Building, the industry that got left behind”. 
In my view, market forces will drive innovation. 
In the current low-margin environment, the 
market has little capacity to pay more for a 
new building, house, or piece of infrastructure. 
Therefore, in order to provide competitive 
advantage, the sector needs to develop ways 
to cut cost and time from the construction 
process.
One such example of this playing out is the 
builder who won the Innovation category at 
the recent NZIOB Awards for Excellence. He 
developed a rolling gantry that temporarily 
supported 12 tonnes of roof area, while 
providing a safe working platform. That 
innovation cut 15 weeks from the build 
programme.
Sometimes a little incentive helps. This year, 
the NZIOB Charitable Trust awarded a $10,000 
scholarship to an academic proposing to 
develop New Zealand’s fi rst Facades major 
for a construction qualifi cation. Another winner 
will use their $10,000 prize to fund research 
into ways to reduce the construction industry’s 
waste.
The BRANZ led Industry Transformation Agenda 
addresses the innovation adoption defi cit in 
New Zealand. With meaningful buy-in across 
the industry, construction is set for a powerful 
sea-change to the way the sector designs, 
documents, and delivers our built environment.
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Regardless of who assumes power post-
23 September the continuation of four 
lane highways from Ashburton through to 
Pegasus township will be vitally important 
for our future. It will make an incredible 
difference to traffi c fl ows on State Highway 1. 
If the proposed investment is adopted and 
quickly it will be another big step forward in 
good infrastructure in Canterbury that will 
reinforce this city and this region as a living 
destination of choice. 
Regardless of the development of other 
forms of transport, good regional roading 
resulting in good connectivity is going to 
be important for a long time yet. From the 
perspective of ease of travel through to the 
effi cient movement of products and the 
increased safety of our roading network, 
investment is necessary and welcome. 


